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THE LION MOTIF IN ROMANO-BRITISH ART; 
WITH A NOTE ON TWO COPPER ALLOY LION-HEAD MOUNTS FROM 

ROCESTER, STAFFORDSHIRE 

I. M. FERRIS 

'It is said that Hanno was the first who ventured to touch the lion with the hand, and to exhibit it 
in a tame state. It was on this account that he was banished; for it was supposed that a man so 
talented and so ingenious would have it in his power to persuade the people to anything, and it 
was looked upon as unsafe to trust the liberties of the country to one who had so eminently 
triumphed over even ferocity itself.' 

Pliny, Natural History, Book VIII, Chapter 21. 
Ferocity, agility, speed, power and strength are the physical qualities of the lion, but the Romans, 

in addition to their admiration for the nature of the beast, as can perhaps be devined from the awed 
account of Pliny quoted above, also attributed to it certain less tangible qualities that transcended the 
natural state. It is for this reason that when the lion is portrayed in Roman art it is often as a cipher, 
'represented not as a symbol (for the thought symbolised was nowhere expressed) but as a reality' 
(Proust 1913, 88). To explain the meaning behind each portrayal or, more usually, the multiplicity of 
distinct but sometimes overlapping meanings, is not within the scope of this paper, nor does the paper 
attempt to be a complete catalogue of the lion motif in Romano-British art. Rather it attempts to 
demonstrate that the majority of the examples of the motif, whether they appear on mosaic and 
statuary or on pieces of so-called 'portable' art, can be categorised as being Cultic, Mythological, 
Funerary, or Apotropaic. 

THE CULTIC, MYTHOLOGICAL AND RELIGIOUS MOTIF 

The lion was associated in the Roman world with four main cults, those of Cybele and Attis, of 
Bacchus/Dionysus, of Mithras, and of Hercules. 

The goddess Cybele, the Magna Mater of Anatolia and the East, was accepted into the Roman 
pantheon in 204 B.C., but it was not until the time of Claudius that Attis, the youthful lover of Cybele, 
was also accepted as a divinity. In legend, Attis, contrite at his faithlessness, castrates himself and dies 
a lingering and wretched death beneath the canopy of a tree (Vermaseren 1977), and castrates came 
to form the priesthood of the cult. Cybele, in legend, rides a chariot pulled by lions, the best 
representation of this being on the silver plate from Parabiago where four lions perform this task for 
the goddess and her consort (Vermaseren 1978, PI. CVII). Cybele and Attis were also often individually 
shown riding a single lion as if it were a horse, as on the bronzes from Hildesheim (Vermaseren 1986, 
Pis. Ill and IV), or on early Third-Century coin issues. 

It has been suggested that there was a shrine to Cybele in London (Green 1976, 56) but its location 
is not known, while some thirty five objects from Roman civilian Britain and four or five from the 
military zone (Green 1976; Green 1978, 28-9) may be associated with the cult. Lions appear on only 
one, although perhaps the most extraordinary, of these finds. From the stream bed of the Walbrook, 
London, comes a bronze object, usually referred to as a clamp, 29 centimetres in length and consisting 
of a pair of hinged bronze bars with serrated inner edges. The outer edges are decorated with a series 
of busts that include Cybele, Attis, planetary deities, bulls and, at the terminals, lions (British Museum 
1964, 60, PI. XXIV). Given the significance of mutilation in the cult legend of Attis, and the detailed 
consideration of other possible functions made by Francis (Francis 1962), this clamp was probably used 
in ritual castration ceremonies, though some authorities doubt this interpretation (Harris and Harris 
1965, 111). The more recent discovery in Chichester of a pair of farrier's iron emasculators, which 
though undecorated are similar in form to the Walbrook clamp, probably strengthens the argument 
for the latter being used for castration (Down 1982, 368-9). 

The cult of Bacchus in Britain has recently been dissected in minute detail by Hutchinson who notes 
that, though more often associated with the panther or with the leopard, Bacchus also has links with 
the lion 'with which the young god was said to have played and in whose guise he had been known to 
appear' (Hutchinson 1986, 145). This link is well illustrated on mosaics from the House of the Faun 
in Pompeii, and from Rome (Costa 1952, 172, 174), from Cologne, Trier, and El Djem in Tunisia 
(Horn 1980, 618-19), but no such definite artistic links can be made from a study of Romano-British 
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2 THE LION MOTIF IN ROMANO-BRITISH ART 

cult pieces. The unique image on a fragmentary mosaic from Colchester of a lion touching a basket of 
fruit and leaves may suggest seasonal bounty and thus symbolise the season of Summer (Smith 1984, 
62), but felines also appear in a similar stance, bent over a cantharus, on the El Djem Bacchic pavement 
(Horn 1980, 618, PI. 7). The appearance of animals to represent the Seasons, or in company with the 
Seasons, is common on the mosaics of Roman North Africa (Dunbabin 1978), and is known from Gaul 
on a pavement from St. Romain-en-Gal where each Season rides an appropriate creature, in Summer's 
case a lion (Toynbee 1981, 4), but in Britain such a usage, with the possible exception of the Colchester 
mosaic, is unknown. On a mosaic from Aldborough (Yorkshire), a lion sits beneath a tree (Neal 1981, 
PI. I) but there is no evidence to suggest any significance in this scene. It has been noted that putti 
were often used to portray the Seasons (Toynbee 1981, 4), and on a relief from the Villa Albani in 
Rome they ride seasonal creatures, Summer in this case a leopard. In another context the putti drive 
the beasts, as on a sarcophagus in the Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York, Summer being shown 
there as a putto with corn ears driving lions. It is possible that the gemstone depicting a Cupid riding 
a lion, set in a ring found in the Thetford Treasure (Henig 1983b, 31, 81 no. 2), could represent Summer 
in such a way, a representation which would complement rather than contradict the scene's Bacchic 
links. Because of the almost exclusive link between Bacchus and the panther, Valerie Hutchinson has 
considered all objects decorated with portrayals of that beast as cultic, but because the lion has many 
diverse links she has been rather more severe in the selection of objects decorated with lions, and a 
number of portable artefacts discussed below and omitted from her study could nevertheless be linked 
with the cult of Bacchus. 

One of the most curious appearances of the lion, as part of a large and intricate decorative scheme 
in which carnivorous beasts attack domestic animals or battle with centaurs, is on items in the 
Mildenhall Treasure from Suffolk (Painter 1977). Henig has pointed out that the treasure 'is certainly 
secular' and 'there is nothing specifically sacred in the iconography' (Henig 1980, 101), but the 
indisputably Bacchic elements on some of the pieces (Hutchinson 1986, 283-91) suggest a pagan 
ritual origin or use for part of the plate before it came into the final possession of its presumably 
Christian owner. 

From the lion's point of view its association with Hercules and his cult was unfortunate, since the 
mighty Nemean Lion was slain in the first of his labours. The story of Hercules was evidently well 
known in Roman Britain (Green 1976, 25; Green 1978, 14; Pitts 1979, 61-65), but representations of 
his labours are rare, as opposed to representations of the god himself which are quite common. 
An intriguing inlaid strigil from Caerleon illustrates six of the twelve labours, the remainder, including 
the slaying of the Nemean Lion, presumably appearing on other pieces in a larger toilet set 
(Boon 1986). A bronze jug from Welshpool shows Hercules slaying a serpent (Toynbee 1962, PI. 133 
and p. 175), a relief from the Chapel of the Standards at Corbridge portrays the god in battle with the 
Hydra of Lerna, this again possibly being part of a series (Henig 1980, 97), and on the handles of silver 
vessels from Capheaton (Northumberland) can be seen the Nemean Lion, the Keryneian Stag, 
the Erymanthian Boar, the Lernaean Hydra, the Stymphalian Birds, and the Serpent Ladon 
(Rostovtseff 1923, PI. V and pp. 99-100). On samian pottery Hercules and the Lion was a very common 
motif, and indeed this was one of the patterns in the repertoire of the so-called Aldgate-Pulborough 
Potter, one of the few known producers of samian ware in this country (Webster 1975, 164). 

The obsession of the emperor Commodus with Hercules, manifested in his love of the mindless 
slaughter of beasts in the arena (Toynbee 1973 , 22), is chillingly portrayed in a portrait bust in the 
Palazzo dei Conservatori, Rome, and this Imperial link may have helped to spread the cult and 
knowledge of the legend though, of course, the impact on Britain cannot be gauged from a study of 
the archaeological record. There was also a strong personal identification with Hercules on the part of 
Caracalla, and Henig has convincingly argued that a cameo from South Shields depicts that emperor 
in such a guise, with a lion pelt around his neck (Henig 1986, 378-80). This identification included the 
keeping of pet lions, one of whom, named Acinaces, was often fondled by the emperor as public 
spectacle (Toynbee 1986, 159-60). 

The lion also had a role to play in Mithraism, and indeed one of the grades within the cult was that 
of the Lion. The lion-headed god is a popular subject of Mithraic iconography but only one example 
is known from Britain, a statue from York inscribed with the god's name Arimanius (Daniels 1975, 
268). Though damaged, the statue is still a powerful piece but not as developed and unsettling as other 
works, such as a bronze figure from Beirut which portrays the lion-headed man with outstretched arms 
and wings (Barnett 1975, 466-7). 
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TWO ROMANO-BRITISH BRONZES FROM THE VICINITY 
OF WALL, STAFFORDSHIRE 

D. J. SYMONS 

This note is intended to record the discovery of two pieces of Romano-British decorative metalwork 
found separately in the environs of Wall, Staffordshire, and recently brought to Birmingham City 
Museum and Art Gallery for identification. 
1. A button-and-loop fastener (Fig. 1) 

Found in c. 1978 in a field on the northern side of the A5, approximately one mile to the west of 
Wall, when the finder stopped his car in a lay-by to allow his dog to stretch its legs. The field had been 
newly ploughed and the fastener was on the surface. The finder has now presented the fastener to the 
Museum, and it has been catalogued with the accession number 1987 A 250. 

The fastener consists of a large circular plate 59 mm. in diameter and 3 mm. thick, from the back 
of which projects an angled triangular loop of rounded section. The loop projects to a maximum of 16 
mm. and is 32 mm. high. It is 26 mm. wide at the top and 11 mm. at the bottom. When found the 
loop was badly cracked and was repaired by the finder with glue. The lower edge of the plate is also 
broken. The front of the plate is decorated and this decoration will be considered in more detail below. 
The back of the plate is plain. There is a patchy dark green patina on the back of the plate and the 
loop but almost no trace of it on the front of the plate. The metal is very yellow in appearance 
suggesting that a brassy alloy has been used in the manufacture. 

1. Button-and-loop fastener 
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The fastener belongs to Wild's type Vb, which he dates to the second century A D . 1 Type Vb 
fasteners are characterised by the use of enamelled decoration and are regarded by Wild as having 
probably been produced by a school of enamellers in the north of Britain. In his catalogue of 
button-and-loop fasteners Wild gave details of thirteen examples of Type Vb, seven found in Britain, 
three in Upper and Lower Germany and three in Pannonia. 2 This distribution, coupled with other 
evidence, led Wild to suggest that Type Vb fasteners may have been items of military equipment. 3 

The fastener from Wall is one of the largest examples recorded. Of the thirteen specimens listed by 
Wild eleven have plate diameters of between 15 and 25 mm., while the twelfth is 35 mm. Only one, 
found at the Saalburg in Germany and measuring 60 mm., is comparable in size to that from Wall. 4 

The decoration on the fastener from Wall consists of a symmetrical Celtic pattern of lobes and bosses. 
Four holes have been drilled into the lobes and the design is also enriched with rows of 'darts' cut into 
the metal. As has already been mentioned, Type Vb fasteners were regularly enamelled and this is 
where this specimen is of particular interest. An examination of the fastener by my colleague Mr. G. 
S. Learmonth, the Museum's Keeper of Conservation, suggests that the fastener was cast with the 
bosses projecting from a level field. The field was then cut back to create a rim around the border and 
to isolate the raised areas of the design. The maker also drilled the holes and cut the darts mentioned 
above. Despite this careful preparation there is absolutely no sign that the fastener was ever enamelled, 
not even the faintest trace of enamel surviving anywhere on the face. Clearly therefore it was left 
unfinished and we can only speculate whether the broken edge of the plate represents an ancient 
accident that rendered enamelling pointless and turned the fastener into a 'second'. 

2. Folding knife handle 

1. J. P. Wild, 'Button-and-Loop Fasteners in the Roman Provinces', Britannia I (1970), pp. 137-55. 
2. Ibid. p. 151, nos. 61-73. 
3. Ibid. p. 146. 
4. Ibid. p. 151, no. 70. 
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TWO CAPITALS IN HOLY TRINITY CHURCH, BASWICH, STAFFORD 

R. A. MEESON AND D. SANT 

This note discusses two capitals which now sit one above the other at the north respond of the 
chancel arch in Holy Trinity church, Baswich. Stylistically the lower capital may belong to the period 
c. 1050-1100, while the one set above it may be contemporary or slightly later. Although they cannot 
be cited as firm evidence that there was an Anglo-Saxon church on the site, they may survive from a 
building there which was extant at about the time of the Norman Conquest. Baswich was recorded in 
Domesday Book but, now a suburb of the county town of Stafford, there is almost nothing in the 
landscape to betray the existence of a settlement in the medieval period. The red-brick nave of 
the church is of 1740 and the chancel is also 18th-century; the brick transepts are modern. 1 (The 
church is situated at NGR SJ94382228; Staffordshire Sites and Monuments Record Primary Record 
Number 08186). 

Externally, the only visible medieval masonry belongs to a west tower which is likely to be 
of 14th-century date or later. Inside the church, the chancel arch is largely Decorated in style 
(i.e. c. 1290—1350), but the north respond includes two capitals of earlier date, one set above 
the other. A single circular shaft of hard, pink/yellow sandstone rises in recessed jambs to a plain 
cushion-like or conical capital of softer, cream sandstone. A ring divides the capital from the shaft. 
The capital does not sit centrally over the shaft but it shows no clear sign of having been dressed back. 
The shaft and capital are probably not contemporary. The ring, the capital and its abacus together are 
24 cm. high and they are carved from a single stone. A true cushion capital is cubical, with the lower 
angles rounded off to form a circular base. 2 The capital at Baswich is more like part of an inverted 
cone with curved sides: its top is not square and there are no flat faces, so the junction between 
the capital and its abacus is visually inept. This has been described as the 'cube-and-cone' type of 
capital. 3 The upper sculptured capital is larger and now stands on the impost of the lower, plainer 
one. There is a cable-moulded ring at the foot of the upper capital; two of the several reeds curve out 
to form volutes at the head. The capital now carries an impost with a plain chamfer which is probably 
contemporary with the chancel arch above. 

1. Capitals at Wharram-Ie-Street (left) and Baswich (right) 

1. N. Pevsner, The Buildings of England: Staffordshire (1974), 248. 
2. J. Harris and J. Lever, Illustrated glossary of architecture, 850-1830 (1966), 21; J. S. Curl, English Architecture, an illustrated 

glossary, 2nd. edn. (1986), 59; F. Bond, An introduction to English Church Architecture, ii (1913), 487 ff. 
3. H. M. Taylor, Anglo-Saxon Architecture, iii (1978), 1047. 
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22 TWO CAPITALS IN HOLY TRINITY CHURCH, BASWICH, STAFFORD 

Dating the two capitals on stylistic grounds is very uncertain. Although volutes were employed as 
late as the last quarter of the 12th century, the sculptured capital at Baswich bears a closer resemblance 
to parallels which might belong to c. 1100. Volutes on capitals at Selham and at Stoughton (both in 
Sussex) may belong to the period c. 1050—1100. 4 A capital in the chancel arch of St. Mary's church 
at Wharram-le-Street (Yorkshire) is the closest parallel to that at Baswich, and is generally considered 
to be of early 12th-century date. 5 

The cube-and-cone capital is stylistically earlier than the voluted capital so the possibility that they 
originated in different phases of the same building cannot be ruled out. A near parallel to the 
cube-and-cone capital can be seen in a belfry window at St. John's church at Great Hale (Lincolnshire), 
and there is a similar, though slightly more elaborate, example on the chancel arch at St. Margaret's 
church, Marton (Lincolnshire): both were ascribed by the Taylors to their period C3 (1050—1100). 6 

A ring between the base of the capital and the top of the shaft is employed in work of the same period 
at Stoughton, Selham, Marton, and elsewhere. 7 Shafts in recessed jambs can be seen in late 
pre-Conquest or early Norman work at Wharram-le-Street, Hovingham, Marton, and Stoughton. 8 

In view of their portability, two re-set capitals might be regarded with suspicion as dating evidence, 
particularly in the light of circumstantial evidence that Holy Trinity church may have contained later 
Norman work before it was substantially rebuilt in the mid-18th century. Not far from the church, a 
stone barn once stood in the grounds of the 19th-century red-brick house known as 'Barnfields'. 
The barn was said to be of 16th-century origin, but it had been added to at various times and it 
reputedly contained stone from Baswich church. A game larder, added in 1841, was built in the form 
of a stone porch into which a doorway of Norman style was incorporated, but the garden of 'Barnfields' 
also once contained dressed and carved stones from St. Mary's church in Stafford, restored in 1844-5. 
Dr. G. R. Rigby, who visited the barn in 1949, was of the opinion that its masonry was probably from 
Baswich. 9 Photographs taken by Mr. A. Middlefell in 1968, before the barn was demolished, illustrate 
a 12th-century doorway: a semicircular arch of two plain roll-moulded orders was carried on inner 
cushion-capitals and outer scalloped capitals. The hood-moulding stopped at carved animal-head 
label-stops. 1 0 If Dr. Rigby's attribution of this doorway to Baswich church is correct, the church may 
have contained a substantial amount of mid—late Norman masonry. Circumstantial though it is, the 
photographic evidence seems to point to a 12th-century date, while at least one of the capitals which 
remain in the church might belong to the period 1050—1100. The speculation which arises out of these 
observations is that a stone church might have been built at Baswich prior to the Norman Conquest, 
and subsequently altered during the 12th century. The chancel arch in Holy Trinity church was very 
substantially rebuilt in 14th-century style and it is difficult to see why the earlier capitals and the 
detached shaft below them would have been retained if they did not have some particular significance 
in that building. There are good historical reasons for supposing that there may have been a church 
at Baswich in or before 1066: a priest was recorded there in 1086, and the bishop held Baswich before 
the Conquest. 1 1 

Although the capitals are re-set, the supposition that one or both of them may belong to the second 
half of the 11th century, and a contemporary reference to a priest, support the probability that there 
was a church on this site in an early Norman context. Whether or not that church was an Anglo-Saxon 
foundation may only be finally determined by archaeological excavation. The base of the detached 
shaft beneath the capitals is now hidden by the floor of the nave; if the shaft is set at its original height, 
it is probable that when the church was reconstructed c. 1740 the new nave and chancel floors were 
set at a higher level than those of the medieval building. Unless the deposits have been extensively 
disturbed by burial vaults, it is possible that the 18th-century and later floors conceal archaeological 
evidence of a late Anglo-Saxon or early Norman church. 

4. H. M. and J. Taylor, Anglo-Saxon Architecture, ii (1965), 536 and 581-3. 
5. J. Bilson, 'Wharram-le-Street church, Yorkshire, and St. Rule's church, St. Andrews', Archaeologia, 73 (1923), 55-72; 

Taylor, Anglo-Saxon Architecture, ii. 647-53. 
6. Taylor, Anglo-Saxon Architecture, i. 276-8, 412-15. 
7. Ibid. i. 412-15; ii. 536-9, 581-3. 
8. Ibid. i. 326-8, 412-15; ii. 581-3, 647-53. 
9. Victoria County History of Staffordshire, v (1959), 4; The story of Berkswich (1949), 6 (copy in William Salt Library, Stafford). 

10. Copies of the photographs have been lodged in the Staffordshire Sites and Monuments Record. 
11. V.C.H. Staffs, iv (1958), 41. 
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A CHURCH COURT AT BASWICH, STAFFORD, IN 1288 

NIGEL J. TRINGHAM 

The church of Baswich, south-east of Stafford, had been appropriated to the Lichfield cathedral 
prebend of Whittington and Berkswich by 1255 and the prebendary exercised peculiar jurisdiction in 
the parish. 1 The record of two prebendal courts held at Baswich in 1288 survives in Lichfield Joint 
Record Office, and a translation of the Latin text is given below. 2 

The courts were presumably held in the parish church before the prebendary's commissary. 3 

The usual method of procedure was as follows; defamation of suspected offender; citation to appear 
at the court; confession or denial of charge by the accused; in the case of confession, the offender was 
punished, generally by whipping, and required to abjure (renounce a repetition of) the offence, under 
the threat of a deferred sentence, such as a fine or whipping; the offender might also be required to 
do penance; in the case of denial, the accused was either discharged or, if guilt was still suspected, 
given a day on which to prove his or her innocence by compurgation (a process which involved the 
defendant bringing one or more witnesses to swear on his or her behalf); an accused person who failed 
to appear in court after being summoned was suspended (denied the sacraments) on the grounds 
of contumacy. 

Church courts regulated moral offences, chiefly those of sexual misconduct, as is amply shown by 
the record of the proceedings at Baswich: only two of those accused (3 ,11) were not themselves directly 
charged with adultery or fornication. Two women had had illegitimate children (5, 20), and another 
was pregnant (4). The usual punishment of three or four whippings around the church was not excessive 
for the period, although one woman (7) was to be whipped six times. The parish clerk escaped physical 
punishment by reason of benefit of clergy (23). In one case the court ordered a reconciliation (3), and 
in another showed leniency to an old woman (11). 

Several people presented at the courts lived in settlements in Baswich parish: Bednall (20), Brocton 
(1, 5, 7, 21, 22), and Walton (18). Welsh immigrants in Baswich are indicated by the daughters of 
Maddoc (14). The names of others include local toponyms: Castle Church (5), Doxey (3), ? Heywood 
(15), Moreton (17, 19), and Whiston (14). 4 Further afield, there were offenders from Okeover (6), in 
the north of the county, and Shrewsbury (20). 

TRANSLATION OF TEXT 

Chapter held (celebratum) at Berkeswych on Tuesday after the Sunday on which (qua) is sung Letare 
Ierusalem 1287 [9 March 1287/8] 5 

1 John of Brocton fornicated with Alice daughter of (?) Matania; summoned (citati), they 
appeared, confessed, and abjured in due form (in forma episcopi); they are to be whipped four 
times around the church. 

2 John Hamond fornicated with Agnes en la venele; summoned, they appeared, confessed, and 
abjured in due form; they are to be whipped four times around the church. 

3 Thomas of Dokesey ill treated (male tractavit) his wife and threw her out of his house; summoned, 
[he appeared and] said that he had testimony from his neighbour that his wife had left him of 
her own accord and not on account of his cruelty (seviciam); [he swore] on the gospels that he 

1. Victoria County History of Staffordshire, v. 7. The medieval spelling 'Berkswich', retained in the name of the prebend, was 
being replaced by the modern form 'Baswich' by the later 16th century: J. P. Oakden, Place-Names of Staffordshire, 
i (English Place-Name Society, lv, 1984) 30. 

2. L.J.R.O., D. 30/9/3/2/2 (formerly CC 2, according to the catalogue prepared by J. C. Cox: Staffordshire Historical 
Collections (Staffs. Record Society), vi (2), 59, where the MS. is wrongly dated 1287). The MS. is a parchment roll 
413 mm. long and 204 mm. wide. I am grateful to Douglas Johnson for help in translating parts of the text. 

3. Prebendaries might themselves conduct visitations of their prebendal estates, as at Tarvin (Cheshire) in 1317: L.J.R.O., 
D. 30/9/3/2/8—9 (discussed by the present writer in a forthcoming volume of the transactions of the Chester Archaeological 
Society). 

4. The original spellings of place-names are retained in the translation of the text. 
5. The anthem was sung on the 4th Sunday in Lent, which in 1288 fell on 7 March. The MS. gives the year as '1287'; by modern 

reckoning, which fixes the beginning of the year at 1 January (and not 25 March, as was the official practice until 1752), 
the year is '1288'. 
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would seek her with all diligence and take her back (reconciliaret) before Easter, and that for 
the sake of marriage (causa maritali) he would [show her] affection. 

4 Christine the servant of R. the dyer (de [for le] teinturer) is pregnant (gravida est) by Adam 
le Teynturer; the man is not in the jurisdiction [i.e. of the prebendary]; summoned, the woman 
appeared, confessed, and abjured her sin under the pain of six whippings through the market 
place of Stafford and six whippings around the church; she is to be whipped three times around 
the church. 

5 Maud who lives in the house of Emily (Ameli) of Brocton is defamed concerning someone 
unknown who had frequent access to her; summoned, the woman appeared and said that she 
had given birth to a child (peperit) by a certain John of the Castle [i.e. of Castle Church parish], 
but John never had access to her in the parish of Berkeswich; she will purge herself six-handed 
next Monday before the chaplain of Berkeswych; she appeared on that day and purged herself 
canonically as the chaplain himself afterwards firmly (?) testified. 

6 Margery daughter of Douce is defamed concerning William of Accover; the man is not in the 
jurisdiction [i.e. of the prebendary]; the woman appeared and confessed the day; two years ago 
and more, however, she abjured in due form; she is remitted to the commissary of the dean and 
chapter [i.e. of Lichfield cathedral] on the eve of Palm Sunday. 

7 [Richard - struck through] Dulcia of Brocton committed adultery with Henry Cok; summoned, 
the woman appeared and was not able to purge herself; she is to be whipped six times around 
the church; the man is dead. 

8 Richard en le fen fornicated with Maud (?) Consutte; summoned, they appeared, confessed, 
and abjured in due form; they are to be whipped four times around the church. 

9 Geoffrey (?) Cagon fornicated with Maud Tolpe; summoned, the man did not appear and was 
therefore suspended and summoned to the next chapter; the woman appeared, confessed, and 
abjured the sin and the place under pain of six whippings around the church; she is to be whipped 
three times around the church; the man appeared at the next chapter and wished (meruit) to be 
absolved in the form of the jurisdiction; he confessed the sin and the suspected place; he is to 
be whipped three times around the church. 

10 Thomas at the park (apud parcem) fornicated with Felicity at the wood (apud le wode) and they 
are related within the third degree (in tercio gradu); summoned, they appeared, confessed their 
consanguinity and the sin, and abjured the sin and the suspected place under pain of six whippings 
around the church; they are to be whipped five times around the church. 

11 Edith at the wood (ad boscum) harboured the same people (i.e. the people named in item 10) 
in their sin; she was not summoned; it is stated that she is old (senilis etatis), poor, and feeble, 
and that her daughter admitted Thomas against her will (ipsa invito); she is therefore left in peace. 

12 William James fornicated with Alice the sister of the smith; summoned, they appeared, confessed, 
and abjured in due form; they are to be whipped three times around the church. 

13 Hugh son of Adam fornicated with Magge daughter of Kesse; summoned, they appeared, 
confessed, and abjured in due form; they are to be whipped three times around the church. 

14 Thomas of Huitesdon fornicated with Maud and Margery daughter(s) of Maddoc; the man is not 
in the jurisdiction [of the prebendary]; the women appeared, denied the charges, and purged 
themselves canonically. 

15 Adam Lutle [fornicated with - struck through] committed adultery with Hawise of Heyde; the 
man appeared, denied the charge, and is to purge himself eight-handed at the next chapter; the 
woman is not in the jurisdiction [of the prebendary]. 

16 Richard Toche fornicated with Ysota; they were not summoned, but were summoned to the next 
chapter; the man appeared, abjured the sin and the suspected place; he is to be whipped four 
times around the church. 

17 Adam of Morton fornicated with Alice daughter of Ody; the man is not in the jurisdiction 
[of the prebendary]; summoned, the woman appeared and abjured the sin and the suspected 
place; she is to be whipped four times around the church. 

18 Houde the bishop's servant fornicated with Gillian of Walton; summoned, the man appeared, 
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A MEDIEVAL MOAT AT SINAI PARK, BURTON UPON TRENT 

MARK A. NEAL 

Sinai Park is a timber-framed house on a moated site, itself prominently sited on a ridge overlooking 
Burton upon Trent, Staffordshire (NGR SK223231). This report records the observations made during 
an archaeological watching brief, undertaken while the line of the moat was mechanically excavated 
in November 1988, and it includes a discussion of the later history of the moat. 

The site with the moat was recorded c. 1334 as 'that place surrounded by a dyke in Shobnall Park', 
and under the name of Sinai Park it remained a possession of Burton Abbey until the sixteenth century 
(Rye 1910, 81). The moat, which was probably 'wet' from the outset, is cut into Boulder Clay and 
unbedded gravelly clays overlying Keuper Marl. The platform within its four arms is sub-rectangular 
in plan; prior to the commencement of work, the moat survived in shallow silted profile containing 
stagnant water in parts. It was probably not until the late seventeenth or the eighteenth century that 
the central portion of the house was constructed, employing re-used timber. That section links two 
formerly detached parallel ranges which on stylistic grounds were probably first constructed in the 
fifteenth century, though the north range is clearly a rebuild on the site of a medieval structure. 

This report is primarily concerned with the moat which was partially re-excavated mechanically in 
October and November 1988 as part of an intensive restoration project following a long period of 
dereliction. Mr. Rodney Butcher, the present owner of the site, notified the Staffordshire County 
Council planning officer of the proposed site-works, and the County Council Archaeological Roving 
Team was invited to carry out an archaeological watching brief under the supervision of the writer. 
Mr. Butcher generously supplied funds for the hire of a machine to carry out the work. 

EXCAVATION STRATEGY 

Due to the limited amount of time available for archaeological recording, coupled with the suspected 
depth of the deposits, it was decided to tackle the archaeology with strategically placed machine-cut 
sections. Seven trenches, each c. 2 m. wide, were cut through the moat, mainly with a mechanical 

1. Plan of excavated areas in moat 
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excavator working under a close archaeological watching brief (fig. 1). One section in each trench was 
cleaned and recorded. 

SUMMARY OF OBSERVATIONS 

The investigation began in the east arm with the excavation of trench 1, where the moat was 
1.7 m. deep and had steeply sloping sides and a gently curving base (figs. 1 and 2). The few artefacts 
which were recovered dated exclusively to the late eighteenth and early nineteenth century. Beneath 
the topsoil a single consistent deposit of clay formed the bulk of the fill. Under this lay a brick-lined 
culvert with a limestone cap, the centre of which was hollow, being partially filled with water and silt. 
The culvert followed the line of the moat. A second trench was excavated across the same arm of the 
moat (trench 2 on fig. 1); here the moat had a similar profile to that at trench 1 and the deposits in 
the section were almost identical. The culvert was also present but in a much more dilapidated state. 

Although agricultural activity had severely damaged the south arm of the moat, a small section in 
the S.E. corner had remained relatively intact and that section was chosen as the location for trench 
3. Identical deposits to those in trenches 1 and 2 were located in a moat of similar profile, and again 
a culvert was found to follow the line of the base of the moat. 

Observations of the moat during subsequent machine excavation by a contractor confirmed that the 
east and south arms contained consistent deposits of clay which sealed a continuous culvert running 
along its axis. The north and west arms, however, were different. 

Two trenches were cut across the north arm of the moat. Trench 4 was excavated near the centre 
of the north arm and trench 5 was introduced near the N.W. corner. Both sections were similar, and 
as such are described together. Numerous finds dating from the late seventeenth to the early twentieth 
centuries were recovered from successive dumps of material; the deposits sealed a primary silt which 
cannot have been laid much before the sixteenth century. The arm was c. 2.5 m. deep, with a U-shaped 
profile. From observations during contractual work it is clear that the dumps of material recorded on 
the sections continued all along the north moat. 

The investigation of the west moat proved the most interesting; trenches 6 and 7 were cut through 
this arm. The arm was c. 2.5 m. deep and 8.5 m. wide. Its west edge sloped gently down to a flat base 
whereas the east (inner) edge was very steep. On the west edge of trench 6, just under the turf and 
embedded into the natural clay, was a gravelled surface which extended to the edge of the moat and 
no further; no associated finds were recovered. Extending south from trench 6, a large dump of material 
had filled the moat up in the eighteenth century. It had been retained by a brick wall which curved 
across the trench from the N.E. corner to the middle of the south edge. Both the wall and the dumped 
material extended across sixteenth to seventeenth century silts. About 2 m. inside the east bank an 
oak beam lay on the natural clay bed of the moat, sealed by the primary silts. The timber was orientated 
north-south along the axis of the moat; it had been roughly squared off and four mortices survived on 
the top face. The profile and deposits discovered in section 7 were similar to those in section 6, 
3 m. to the south. 

DISCUSSION 

Whilst it is clear that there was a moat at Sinai no later than c. 1334 (see above), the archaeological 
deposits in its north and west arms give a terminus ante quern of the sixteenth century for the primary 
silts. In the medieval period moats were regularly and thoroughly cleaned out, so the dating evidence 
represents the periods from which they ceased to be maintained (Wilson 1985 , 27). Apparently, the 
north and west arms of the moat at Sinai were not maintained after the sixteenth century. 

The oak beam encountered in the west arm of the moat was roughly square in section, having been 
worked by axe or adze. The upper face contained four mortice joints (fig. 2). The two inner mortices 
probably contained vertical posts which carried each side of the carriageway of a fixed bridge. Each 
outer joint secured the foot of a diagonal brace which stiffened the vertical post. The internal 
dimensions between the inner posts suggest a carriageway width of c. 3.0 m. The gravel surface which 
terminated at the west bank of the moat (see above) is therefore interpreted as a trackway leading to 
the putative bridge. The silts which sealed the top of the sole plate would give a terminus ante quern 
of the sixteenth century, but as suggested above this may represent the last date at which the moat 
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THE MEDIEVAL LANDSCAPE OF WEST BROMWICH 

M. A. HODDER 

INTRODUCTION 

The present town centre of West Bromwich (Nat. Grid Ref. SP 005961) was established in the early 
19th century on the former West Bromwich Heath (VCH, xvii. 4). Prior to this, as recorded on William 
Yates' Map of the County of Stafford (1775), the main settlement nucleus in the parish was at Lyndon, 
on the northern edge of West Bromwich Heath. Other settlement was in the form of small nucleations, 
such as Mayers Green to the north-east of the Heath, and many individual homesteads. The parish 
church, 1 km. north of Lyndon, stood in a relatively isolated position. Two maps of c. 1800 
(Birmingham Reference Library, Robins Box 7) provide a detailed picture of the landscape of that 
time, including settlements, the surviving parts of the open-field system (with furlong and strip 
divisions), and other field boundaries (fig. 1). 

The development of this landscape during the Middle Ages is considered here with reference to its 
major components: the parish church, the manor house, Sandwell Priory, settlements, the field system, 
and the road system. By a comparison of the chronology of each of these components with the known 
manorial descent, it is argued that their development can be explained in terms of the assertion of 
lordship of successive lords of the manor of West Bromwich. 

THE PARISH CHURCH 
It has been suggested that West Bromwich was originally part of Handsworth parish (VCH, xvii. 50). 

All Saints' (originally St. Clement's) church is first recorded between 1140 and 1145 when it was given 
to Worcester Cathedral Priory by the then lord of the manor, Guy de Offini (Darlington 1968, pp. 
101-102, no. 190). Between 1224 and 1238 the church and associated land were granted to Sandwell 
Priory (ibid. p. 107, no. 199). The oldest surviving structural feature of the parish church is a small 
column of probable 12th-century date set into the tower of the present church; the base of the tower 
is probably 14th-century in date, and 14th- or 15th-century decorated floor tiles are set into the wall 
of the tower (Hodder 1988a, 1988b). 

THE MANOR HOUSE 
West Bromwich Manor House is situated 1.5 km. north-west of the parish church. The oldest part 

of the surviving structure is the great hall, which has been dated stylistically to c. 1300 (Jones 1977). 
The timbers of the wall's central base-cruck truss have recently been shown by dendrochronology 
(undertaken by Nottingham University Tree-Ring Dating Laboratory) to be from trees felled c. 1275. 
Jones suggested that the cross-wings at each end of the hall were added c. 1400 and the chapel in the 
late 15th or early 16th century. Samples taken from the cross-wings for dendrochronology have 
unfortunately proved impossible to date, but a corner post of the gatehouse produced a felling-date of 
1591. The designs on decorated floor tiles from the chapel are stylistically dateable to the late 14th or 
15th centuries and are identical to the designs on tiles at the parish church (Hodder 1988b); pottery 
from the moat ranges in date from the 13th to 17th centuries (Hodder 1990). 

Although the structural and pottery evidence suggests a late 13th-century origin for the surviving 
manor house, there is documentary evidence for the existence of a manor house in West Bromwich 
by the early 1220s (VCH, xvii. 16). This latter structure may therefore not have occupied the same site 
as the surviving Manor House; its site may be indicated by the name Hall End to the west of the parish 
church (see below). 

SANDWELL PRIORY 
Sandwell Priory, a Benedictine monastery, was founded in the later 12th century by the then lord 

of the manor of West Bromwich, William son of Guy de Offini (Dugdale, iv. 189). Excavations on 
the site of the Priory between 1982 and 1988 (Hodder 1985; 1986; Jones 1987; full report in preparation) 
have traced the development of its buildings; the sequence is dated by dendrochronology, architectural 
details, and pottery. Three main phases have been identified. The first comprised the east part of the 
church, built in stone, with cloister ranges of timber. The west cloister range was constructed of 
re-used timber: a large timber which had suffered from insect attack was shown to have been felled in 
1105 or 1106. The timbers of the east cloister range were from trees felled in 1159-60 (Howard et al. 
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1. The landscape of West Bromwich c. 1800 
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MEDIEVAL AND POST-MEDIEVAL POTTERY FROM 
WEST BROMWICH MANOR HOUSE 

M. A. HODDER 

INTRODUCTION 

Many sherds of medieval and post-medieval pottery were found, together with other objects, 
during the restoration of West Bromwich Manor House in the 1950s and 1960s. Study of the pottery 
was undertaken as part of continuing research on the Manor House, and for the preparation of displays. 
The pottery and other objects are stored in Wednesbury Art Gallery and Museum (site code WBMH). 

THE MANOR HOUSE BUILDINGS AND THE OTHER OBJECTS 
The buildings were recorded by Stanley Jones during their restoration (Jones 1977). In 1987 and 

1988 timbers from different phases of construction were sampled for dendrochronology by the Tree-
Ring Dating Laboratory, Nottingham University. This produced a probable felling date of 1275 for 
the base-cruck truss in the Great Hall, and a felling date of 1591 for the gatehouse. Samples from the 
cross-wings at each end of the Great Hall, dated stylistically to the 15th century, could not be matched 
with existing chronologies. The structural sequence can be related to the known descent of West 
Bromwich manor (Jones 1977; Hodder 1990). The construction of the Great Hall can reasonably be 
attributed to Richard de Marnham, the cross-wings to the Freemans or Frebodys, and the gatehouse 
to the Stanleys. The moat around the buildings was filled in c. 1700 following the acquisition of the 
Manor House by Sir Samuel Clarke, who also built a brick garden wall. 

In addition to the pottery, other objects found during restoration consisted of leather and clay 
pipes (Whiston et al. 1980), decorated floor tiles (Hodder 1988), roof tiles, metalwork, glass, and 
animal bone. 

THE PROVENANCE OF THE POTTERY 
The bulk of the pottery is from the moat, which was discovered and cleared during restoration work 

(Roberts n.d.). One sherd, however, a strap handle from a jug (see below), is labelled 'from cobbled 
courtyard in front of entrance to Great Hall'. The parts of the moat in which the pottery was found 
are not known, except for one sherd, a rod handle, which is labelled 'kitchen section'; the kitchen 
block lies at the south-west corner of the building complex. There are no records of the stratigraphic 
position of the pottery within the moat fill; it appears to have been shovelled out. The pottery is 
therefore best regarded as an unstratified assemblage. In addition, it is not known whether recovery 
of the pottery was total or selective, or whether the moat fill was bottomed. 

THE POTTERY 
A complete catalogue has been deposited with the pottery in Wednesbury Art Gallery and Museum. 

In this report, the main types represented are described and their affinities discussed, and exotics have 
been isolated. Representative forms are illustrated. The types are discussed in roughly chronological 
order, insofar as dates can be assigned to them. The Cistercian-type ware, Blackwares, Yellow-glazed, 
tin-glazed, and stonewares from the site are not included in this report because they are currently being 
studied (by David Barker, of Stoke-on-Trent City Museum) and a report on them will be published 
in due course. 

1. Sandy cooking pots: 13th or 14th century (fig. 1: 1, 2, 3) 
There are only a few sherds, including rims, bodies and bases. The rims have a lid seating. 

This form is dated to the later 13th century at Weoley Castle (Oswald 1962). 
2. Buff/White Sandy Ware: 13th or 14th century (fig. 1: 4, 5, 6) 

This well-known local type (e.g. Carver 1982, 44; Wrathmell and Wrathmell 1976, 41-43) is 
represented by only a few sherds, including a rim of a cooking pot or storage jar, body sherds of jugs 
with a green glaze and incised decoration of wavy lines in horizontal bands, and a slashed strap handle 
from a jug. A stamped decoration of a squared circle, which appears on a green glazed sherd, is not 
paralleled among the stamps from Chilvers Coton (Mayes and Scott 1984). 

3. Other late Medieval wares: 13th to 15th centuries (fig. 1: 7, 8) 
There is a body sherd with a strap handle attachment in buff fabric, and a large body sherd 

Staffordshire County Studies 

Sample



36 MEDIEVAL AND POST-MEDIEVAL POTTERY FROM WEST BROMWICH MANOR HOUSE 

1. Medieval and post-medieval pottery from West Bromwich Manor House (Vi) 
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with exterior green glaze and an applied thumbed vertical strip. This occurs at Chilvers Co ton 
(fabric A: Mayes and Scott 1984, fig. 28 no. 120, fig. 61 no. 517, fig. 104 no. 187) and Weoley Castle 
(pottery in Birmingham City Museum). No parallels have been found for a strap handle in an orange 
fabric with green glaze, decorated with rings in squares (no. 10). The small handled skillet (no. 11) in 
an orange fabric with a patchy green glaze, is dated to the 15th century at Chilvers Coton (Mayes and 
Scott 1984, fig. 63 no. 555). Sherds of small thin-walled vessels in an orange fabric with a green glaze 
(nos. 12,13,14) are similar to pottery found in recent excavations in Oldbury (Hodder in preparation). 
4. Imported Medieval wares (fig. 1: 9) 

A body sherd of a vessel, possibly a lamp, in a hard-fired fine pink fabric bears a painted design of 
red and yellow, with a black outline. The design consists of a woman with headdress and halo, and 
hands clasped in prayer, with other lines to the left, possibly part of a structure. The whole may be 
interpreted as a Nativity scene, the woman being the Virgin and the structure the manger. J.G. Hurst 
states (pers. comm.) that painting outlined with black and filled with various colours is typical of pottery 
of the Mediterranean and south-west France, but these vessels are usually glazed. The only parallel 
for the Manor House sherd is a sherd from Wood Quay, Dublin, which is described as having a face 
design in black and yellow paint over a red background (Wallace 1983). Hurst (pers. comm.) suggests 
a source in Gascony or Italy for the Manor House sherd, and a date in the second half of the 13th 
century or the very early 14th century. In addition to this sherd, there are several sherds of Martincamp 
flasks, made in northern France from the late 15th to the 17th centuries (Jennings et al. 1981, p. 75). 
5. 'Midlands Purple': 15th to 16th centuries (fig. 1: 15-17) 
This is a sandy fabric which can be hard-fired, reduced and purple in colour, or softer-fired, oxidised 

and orange. A distinctive form is a strap-handled pitcher decorated with quadranted circles stamped 
onto an applied strip below the rim (no. 15). 

This form and decoration also occurs at Oakeswell Hall in Wednesbury (Hodder and Glazebrook 
1987, fig. 4), Lichfield (Carver 1982, 68, fig. 14 and no. 63), Birmingham (sherd in City Museum) and 
the decoration on a strap handle in a probable 15th-century context at Dudley Castle (inf. S. Ratkai). 
The same vessel form can also be decorated with stamped rings on the applied strip (no. 16); this also 
occurs at Oakeswell Hall (Hodder and Glazebrook 1987, fig. 4), Wolverhampton (Malam 1984, 
fig. no. 2), and Walsall (pottery from Lower Rushall Street, in Birmingham City Museum). 

The other vessel forms in this ware are jugs (no. 17) and small cooking pots. Wasters of Midlands 
Purple ware were found on the Oakeswell Hall site, indicating its manufacture in Wednesbury (Hodder 
and Glazebrook 1987). 
6. 'Tudor Green': 15th to 16th centuries 
There are some body sherds and a handle, all from a lobed cup. 

7. Orange wares: probably 15th to 17th centuries (fig. 1: 18-33) 
This is the second most abundant pottery type. The fabric is sandy. Some forms have a red or 

maroon slip. Glaze is rare, and sooting is rare. The forms include vessels with a more curved rim 
(no. 21, 37 cm. diameter), sooted vessels with a more expanded and angular rim (no. 22, 35 cm. 
diameter), globular vessels with a lid seating (nos. 23, 24, 15 cm. diameter), and a pancheon form with 
a flat base and everted rim (nos. 25, 26, 36 cm. diameter). The last form can also have a red wash 
and spots of glaze. Some vessels have an unusual lid seating (nos. 27, 28, 27-29 cm. diameter). 
There are also jugs (nos. 29-31), thumbed jug bases (no. 32) and heavily thumbed handles (no. 33). 
This fabric and these forms also occurred at Oakeswell Hall, Wednesbury, where they were described 
as 'Midlands Purple' or 'Glazed red earthenware' (Hodder and Glazebrook 1987, figs. 4 and 7). Wasters 
in orange ware were also found at Oakeswell Hall. Similar orange wares were found at Weoley Castle 
(pottery in Birmingham City Museum). 
8. Black-glazed coarsewares: 17th century 
This is the most abundant type, consisting of pancheons, butter pots and pitchers in a coarse red or 

buff fabric with a maroon slip and black glaze. 
9. Other Wares 

Cistercian ware, Blackware, Midland Yellow, Delft and Stoneware were also present and will be 
the subject of a separate report. 
10. Kiln Debris 

There is a spalled body in orange ware, which is a waster, and the base of a sagger with the impression 
of two Cistercian ware beakers on it. 
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DISCUSSION 
The date range of the pottery conforms to the dating of the construction and occupation of the 

Manor House derived from other sources. The earliest pottery, of later 13th-century date, is consistent 
with the dendrochronological date of c. 1275 for the Great Hall. As noted above, however, it is not 
known whether the moat was bottomed and whether, therefore, the earliest pottery was recovered. It 
is also possible that the earliest deposits were cleaned out during the site's occupation. The latest pottery 
is dateable to the 17th century, which is consistent with the filling of the moat c. 1700 by Sir Samuel 
Clarke. Most of the pottery is of 16th- or 17th-century date, perhaps suggesting most intense occupation 
and greatest prosperity of the site during the occupancy of the Stanley family who, as noted above, 
were probably responsible for the construction of the gatehouse. 

The entire assemblage is very similar to that from the Oakeswell Hall site in Wednesbury and 
contains probable Wednesbury products, particularly Midlands Purple and orange wares. This is hardly 
surprising since Wednesbury is only a mile and a half away. The presence of the kiln debris may indicate 
the local distribution of 'seconds' or waste pottery for other uses, from the Wednesbury kilns. Some 
of the earlier pottery from the Manor House may be from the Chilvers Coton Kilns and some may be 
from the Worcester area. These more distant sources were probably used before the Wednesbury 
pottery industry developed; documentary evidence shows it to have begun by the early 15th century 
(SHC, xvii. 92). 
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Borough Council. 
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MEDIEVAL PARKS IN DRAYTON BASSETT, SHENSTONE, AND 
WEEFORD (STAFFORDSHIRE) 

M. A. HODDER 
L.M. Cantor's account of the medieval deer parks of South Staffordshire (Cantor 1962) included 

parks in Drayton Bassett, Shenstone, and Weeford (fig. 1), but he only listed the dates at which they 
were created or by which they were in existence, and did not discuss their extent or archaeology. This 
paper summarises the results of work undertaken by the writer from 1979 to 1982 as part of a study 
of the development of settlement and land use in Sutton Chase (Hodder 1988), a hunting reserve of 
the earls of Warwick from 1126 to 1528, bounded on the north by the Bourne Brook. 
MEDIEVAL PARKS 

A general description of medieval parks is given by Cantor and Hatherly (1979), who considered 
that emparking effectively began in England after the Norman Conquest. The conquest of Sicily by 
the Normans in the 1060s brought them into contact with the Classical and Islamic traditions of 
emparking wild animals. The fallow deer, the principal deer in parks, was either introduced or 
re-introduced to this country by the Normans. 

Most of the principal royal parks in England were created before 1200, and those of the larger 
landowners between 1200 and 1350. From 1350 some disparking occurred, but there was also 
enlargement of existing parks and the creation of new ones. After 1500 disparking continued, while 
the function of some of the surviving parks was changed, and again some new parks were created 
(Cantor and Hatherly 1979, 78-79). Prince (1967, 12-13) noted that little was known of the previous 
land-use of emparked areas. It has generally been considered that early parks (those created before 
c. 1350) were typically created on unimproved land which was considered unsuitable for cultivation 
and was frequently on the edge of the manor and remote from existing settlements (Cantor and 
Hatherly 1979, 71-72; Crawford 1953, 190; Prince 1967, 12-13). In Sussex, documentary evidence 
suggests that most of the early parks were enclosed from commons and waste, since common rights 
were claimed within some, and woods and heath were emparked in others (Brandon 1963, 44). There 
is, however, evidence in early parks for earlier settlement and cultivation. Evidence for Roman activity 
has been found in North Elmham Park in Norfolk and at Donnington Park in Leicestershire 
(Wade-Martins 1980, 18, 26; Liddle 1979). The absence of any later material at either site implies that 
the settlements were abandoned in the Roman or post-Roman periods, and that the areas had reverted 
to waste before emparking in the Middle Ages. Late parks, created after c. 1350, often included 
former arable and pasture (Cantor and Hatherly 1979, 79; Rackham 1980, 191). In south-west 
Northamptonshire, three early medieval parks were enlarged in the 16th century, and the enlargements 
included ridge-and-furrow, indicating former arable use (RCHM 1982, xlvi). 

1. Location of medieval parks in Drayton Bassett, Shenstone, and Weeford 
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Early parks were game reserves, primarily for deer, and functioned as prestige symbols, for sport, 
and as a supply of fresh meat. They contained a variety of topography and vegetation, including a 
water supply, and frequently a fish pond. The vegetation consisted of the launde or lawn, which was 
grassland, and the vert, which were trees bearing green leaf and providing cover and feed for deer. 
About half of the area of early parks was occupied by woods, and parks were particularly important 
as a source of outsize timber (Cantor and Hatherly 1979, 71; Shirley 1867, 234-5; Crawford 1953, 190; 
Whitehead 1980, 268, 281; Rackham 1980, 191, 195). The only buildings inside parks were hunting 
lodges or keepers' dwellings, such as that excavated in Donnington Park, Leicestershire, which was a 
stone building inside a rectangular ditched enclosure (Liddle 1979). 

Later medieval parks were probably not managed as intensively as earlier parks and were not as 
securely enclosed. They were larger than earlier parks, and there were often 2 or 3 such parks in a 
single manor. In the late 16th and 17th centuries, improved farming techniques made possible the 
agricultural development of many parks (Cantor and Hatherly 1979, 74, 79). 

A park was, by definition, securely enclosed by a wall, fence, or hedge, with or without an associated 
earthwork (Cantor and Hatherly 1979, 31). The form of the boundary was influenced by the function 
of the park and by the materials available. The earlier medieval parks were intended to contain deer 
and other animals, so they were enclosed by a fence or hedge placed on an earthen bank accompanied 
by an internal ditch which had the effect of heightening the barrier on the inside (Crawford 1953, 194). 
The internal ditch, however, is not invariable, since many parks were woods before or after emparking 
and thus their boundaries are normal woodbanks, i.e. a bank with an external ditch (Rackham 1980, 
193). The larger parks created after c. 1350 were often not enclosed by high earthen banks because of 
the expense involved, and a fence or hedge alone probably sufficed (Cantor and Hatherly 1979, 74). 

AIMS AND METHODS OF STUDY 
The purpose of the present study of parks in Drayton Bassett, Shenstone, and Weeford is to define 

their extent and chronologies and to examine the evidence for pre-park land use, for internal features, 
and for the parks' functions during their existence. Another aspect considered here is the influence of 
Sutton Chase on park creation, as nothing could be done to restrict the movement or feeding of deer 
in the Chase without the permission of the earls of Warwick. 

Both archaeological and documentary evidence have been employed. The park boundary survives 
as an earthwork in some cases, Documents may list boundary points, and field names containing a 
'park' element are likely to be within, or outside but adjacent to, the park boundary. The line of the 
park boundary may also be preserved in existing field boundaries. In early parks, an elliptical or circular 
shape was common as that form has a minimum perimetenarea ratio, and the park limits often 
coincided with parish boundaries (Cantor and Hatherly 1979, 72). The boundary line may therefore 
be represented by a number of curving field boundaries making a continuous line and joining the parish 
boundary. Written evidence may provide either the date of, or a terminus ante quern for, park creation. 

There are three possible types of pre-park land use. The area may have been all waste, consisting 
of woods and rough grazing, with no settlements; all arable or improved pasture, with or without actual 
settlements; or a combination of these. There may be documentary evidence for pre-park land use. 
The archaeological evidence for former arable, improved pasture, or settlements consists of structures 
surviving as earthworks or visible as cropmarks, or of objects found by chance or by fieldwalking. In 
the case of pottery found by fieldwalking, concentrations of large unworn sherds are taken to indicate 
settlement sites, while smaller quantities of smaller, abraded sherds are likely to indicate the manuring 
of arable land with domestic refuse. 

Information on soil types and agricultural land classification was obtained from the available 
published sources (MAFF 1969; 1972; Soil Survey 1983). 

DRAYTON PARK, DRAYTON BASSETT (fig. 2) 
In 1203 Waleran, earl of Warwick, agreed that Ralph Bassett could retain his enclosure, with a 

hedge, of the woods of Drayton, provided that there was no bukestall, and that deer were given to 
the earl as rent (FFW). An Act of Parliament of 1503 described buckstalls as nets to catch deer 
(Gosling 1726, 18-19). On a late 16th-century map, now lost but described by Shaw (1801, 9), the park 
is an oval area of c. 692 acres (c. 3 km 2), with a stream through the centre. On Saxton's map of 1577, 
Browne's map of 1682 (in Plot 1686) and the Yates' map of Staffordshire of 1775 its western boundary 
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TWO EARLY ROOFS AT BLITHFIELD HALL, STAFFORDSHIRE, 
AND THEIR SIGNIFICANCE 

R. A. MEESON 

A fully enclosed courtyard plan may have developed on the medieval moated site of Blithfield Hall as 
early as the fourteenth century. An unusual sixteenth-century roof on the site of the medieval open hall 
and the remains of a fifteenth-century first-floor open chamber roof are described and discussed in relation 
to the overall plan of the buildings. It is concluded that the roofs reflect the end of a sequence of alternate 
reconstruction which began in or before the fourteenth century. 

INTRODUCTION 

In 1086 Blithfield — a village with a priest and therefore by implication a church — was amongst 
the landholdings of Roger de Montgomery (Morris 1976, 248b). Later it was held by the Ferrers of 
Derby, but the resident landholders had been the de Blithfields since before 1136 (S.H.C. for 1919 
(1920), 3-4). A Bagot held land at Bramshall of Robert de Stafford in 1086, and it has been argued 
that William Bagot held Bagots Bromley in 1166 (Morris 1976, 249b; Wrottesley 1908, 10-15). 
The medieval manor house at Bagots Bromley, with a base-cruck open hall, stood until 1811 
(Andrews 1983, 69 ff.). The Bagots Bromley branch of the family, however, moved to Blithfield 
after the marriage of Ralph Bagot to Elizabeth, probably sister to Richard de Blithfield, before 1357 
(S.H.C. new series xi. 220 n.). 

By analogy with other medieval manorial sites in the area, the buildings which the Bagots came to 
hold at Blithfield probably included an aisled- or base-cruck open hall on a moated site. A new hall 
was constructed shortly before 1398 (see below); the present structure is largely sixteenth-century but 
a fifteenth-century first-floor chamber also survives. 

THE PLAN OF THE HOUSE AND ITS ORIGINS (fig. 1) 

Part of a medieval moat around Blithfield Hall remained open until c. 1769 when it was filled up to 
provide a site for the 'New Drawing Room' at the SW corner of the house (Bagot 1824, 143). Although 
there are projections at two corners of the house, its fundamental plan is four ranges set around a 
central rectangular courtyard — an arrangement which probably reflects the size and shape of the 
moated platform. 

The house looks Regency Gothic but that is a veneer of c. 1820, providing a degree of uniformity 
to a number of different structures which were built and adapted at various dates. An entrance hall in 
Tudor style now gives access through the south range to a Regency Gothic cloister. Before the cloister 
was built the entrance hall presumably gave direct access into a courtyard and it probably marks the 
site of the original gateway or gatehouse. The north side of the courtyard is occupied by the hall range, 
with a cross-passage almost opposite the putative gatehouse — a plan form which further implies that 
the complex is of medieval origin. West of the putative gatehouse, the south range is probably not 
later than sixteenth-century in origin; remains of a mutilated timber-framed wall were noted there 
during repairs in 1988. Part of the south range was taken down in the eighteenth century to make way 
for the 'New Drawing Room', but its gabled west wall was illustrated by Burgher a little before 1686 
(Plot 1686, pi. XVII). 

Timber framing has been observed in the lower portion of a wall beneath a first-floor chamber 
abutting the SW corner of the hall (fig. 1), and elsewhere in the house. A narrow string of rooms 
added to the north side of the hall in 1740 gave a double pile plan to the north range (Oswald 1954, 
1488 ff.). 

THE ROOF OF THE HALL RANGE (figs. 2-4) 

Much of the north range is covered by an elaborate roof with an internal span of almost 8 m. 
(26 feet) and a total length of just over 21 m. (69 feet). On the ground floor a cross-passage survives 
in the west part of bay E-F, confirming that truss E marks the original lower end of the hall. Therefore 
the upper end of a four-bay hall is demarcated by truss A. 

Limited access to the hall roof is by way of boards resting on the collars of the main trusses near 
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the apex of the roof, with a fragile plaster ceiling below, so a complete measured survey of the open 
trusses was not attempted. The measured scale drawings which were obtained are shown in fig. 3, and 
these were used as the primary evidence for the axonometric projection in fig. 2. 

The main hall is spanned by three double-arch-braced collar trusses. The upper braces are secured 
to the collars and principals by slip tenons. Each collar carries a king-post which supports a ridge-piece. 
In most cases the double side purlins are tenoned into the faces of the principals but they are trenched 
across trusses A and G. The most remarkable decorative feature of the hall roof is the wind-braces, 
each one forming a quadrant in the angle between purlin and principal. Instead of a cusp at the 
intersection of curved edges each wind-brace at Blithfield is embellished with a chamfered, truncated 
spoke. Seen from ground-level the braces would together give an impression of rows of wheels with 
truncated spokes (fig. 4). 

There is a gap in the ridge piece between trusses D and E; the projecting end of each ridge piece 
is supported by a bracket which extends from the face of a king post (fig. 2 and inset in fig. 3). 
The bracket is decorated in a similar style to the wind braces. As illustrated at D in fig. 3, redundant 
shouldered lap joints formerly secured horizontal timbers which extended between trusses D and E a 
few centimetres above the tops of the windbraces. These structural elements once supported the cupola 
— apparently over a glazed lantern — which was illustrated in 1686 (Plot 1686, pi. XVII). 

East of the close-studded truss E the roof over the two-bay lower end is structurally similar to that 
over the hall and part of the same build, but it lacks wind-braces. At truss G the purlins and the ridge-
piece all extend well beyond the line of the wall, perhaps to link with another structure to the east. 
At the west end of the hall the lower purlins project c. 0.7 m. beyond truss A, the upper purlins project 
c. 1.35 m., and the ridge piece projects further still, apparently reflecting the plane of a roof which 
was extant before the hall roof was built (fig. 2). This putative wing has been replaced by later structures 
but its site at the west end of the hall is suggested on the plan (fig. 1). 

ALTERATIONS TO THE ROOF 

Trusses E-G support the roof over the first-floor dining room. The original builder probably intended 
truss F to be seen from the first-floor room below. However, a lath and plaster ceiling was introduced 
at the level of the upper purlins, carried by joists which still survive in the roof-space ('F' in fig. 3). 
A wooden ceiling rib which remains in situ is moulded in the style of the late sixteenth or early 
seventeenth century; like the other surviving remnants of the ceiling, it is painted green. 

Bookcases were added late in the eighteenth century and the room was used as a library until 1946, 
when it reverted to its original use (Bagot 1973,12). The dining room now has a plain segmental plaster 
ceiling which would fit well in a late eighteenth-century context, as seen for instance in the more 
elaborate work of 1772 by Robert Adam at No. 20, St. James's Square, London (Lloyd 1931, 386). 
The introduction of the segmental ceiling at Blithfield resulted in the mutilation of the original open 
roof trusses, including the removal of the lower braces. 

No evidence of an inserted seventeenth-century ceiling has been noted over the main hall, but all 
of the open trusses were damaged in the eighteenth century to fit in a segmental lath and plaster ceiling 
similar in profile to the one which remains over the dining room. It may have been the construction 
of this ceiling which occasioned the removal of the lantern (Oswald 1954, 1491). 

In or around 1822 William, second Lord Bagot, had the segmental ceiling stripped out of the hall. 
It was replaced by an elaborate ribbed plaster ceiling with pendant bosses, all applied to a softwood 
frame suspended from the roof — the work of Francis Bernasconi. Bernasconi (1762-1841) was "the 
most fashionable purveyor of Regency Gothic stucco', and a scagliola craftsman; he worked on many 
famous buildings including York Minster and Westminster Abbey, Kensington Palace, Buckingham 
Palace, Longleat, Badminton and Chatsworth. The extensive work which he carried out at Blithfield 
was not Bernasconi's only contract in Staffordshire. He worked in the saloon at Shugborough in 1803, 
and at the same house he supplied the capitals to Joseph Alcott's scagliola columns in 1805 
(Beard 1981, 246). 

THE DATE OF THE HALL ROOF 

In 1398 Sir John Bagot claimed that Robert Stanlowe, a carpenter (wryght), who had contracted to 
build a new house at Blithfield, had worked so negligently and unskilfully that it had fallen into ruin 
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'MR. GREENE'S MSS.': RICHARD GREENE'S NOTES ON 
THE HISTORY OF LICHFIELD 

DOUGLAS JOHNSON 

Richard Greene's Museum, built up from the 1740s, was one of the principal tourist attractions of 
Lichfield in the later eighteenth century. 1 Established in his house in Market Street and open to the 
public free of charge, the museum contained items to suit most tastes — natural and mechanical 
curiosities, arms and armour, artefacts from the South Seas, and archaeological finds from in and 
around Lichfield. A printed catalogue was available from 1773 and ran into several editions. The city 
could feel proud of the collection and the collector, who was a Lichfield worthy in a sense that more 
eminent social and intellectual 'lions' such as Erasmus Darwin and Anna Seward were not. Although 
Greene (1716-93), a surgeon and apothecary, was not born in Lichfield, his family had deep roots 
there, and he lived in the city from childhood. He was a relative of Samuel Johnson, who visited and 
admired the museum, and it was Greene who, in 1784, at Johnson's request, supervised the work of 
installing in St. Michael's church the stone commemorating Johnson's parents and brother. Over the 
years he worked his way up the civic hierarchy: he was sheriff in 1758, junior bailiff in 1785, and senior 
bailiff in 1790. Although printed guides to the city and the cathedral by other authors began to appear 
during the eighteenth century, it was Greene who became the city's unofficial historian; items of 
historical interest unearthed in the cathedral and the Close tended to find their way into his museum, 
he contributed articles on Lichfield history and antiquities to the Gentleman's Magazine, and it was he 
who put up a plaque in Dam Street to mark the spot where the Parliamentary commander Lord Brooke 
had been killed in 1643 while preparing to mount an assault on the royalist garrison of the Close. He 
also collected manuscripts of local interest and made notes on the history of the city from the 
corporation archives, the diocesan registry, the cathedral muniments, parish records, printed books, 
and elsewhere. He never produced a history of Lichfield, but others found his work useful: Thomas 
Pennant in his Journey from Chester to London (1st edition 1782), Stebbing Shaw in the first volume 
(1798) of his History of Staffordshire, and Thomas Harwood in his History of Lichfield (1806), all 
acknowledge the use they made of 'Mr. Greene's MSS.' From them the material was absorbed by 
later writers. 

The manuscript in Lichfield Cathedral Library now listed as MS. Lichfield 22 consists of the contents 
of two eighteenth-century notebooks containing notes, transcripts and translations from books and 
manuscripts of Lichfield interest; about 1900 the notebooks were disbound and mounted in the present 
single album by Lomax, the Lichfield printer, publisher and stationer. 2 On the spine the binder 
embossed 'Lichfield Cathedral. Abingdon' — a reference to the first item in the album, said on its first 
page to be a 'short Account' of the cathedral by Thomas Abingdon. Since that time the album has 
generally borne the title Abingdon's Chronicle', and it is listed as such in the latest catalogue of the 
cathedral library manuscripts. In fact it has nothing to do with Thomas Abingdon (or Habington), the 
Worcestershire antiquary whose name it bears; internal and external evidence make it clear that it is 
'Mr. Greene's MSS.' 

According to Shaw, Greene's MSS. consisted of two 'small quarto' volumes, 'both of which my 
friend C. Chadwick, of Mavesyn Ridware, esq. has copied amongst his collections which he lent 
me'. 3 Fortunately, Charles Chadwick's copy has survived; a note on the final page tells us that it was 
made for Chadwick in 1787 from a manuscript lent to him by Richard Greene, 'Apothecary, and owner 
of the Museum, in Lichfield'. It is obviously a copy taken from the cathedral manuscript, although it 
does not contain all the items in MS. Lichfield 22, and those items it does contain are not in the 
same order as those in the cathedral manuscript. It does, however, include one item not in MS. 
Lichfield 22: a drawing, by or after Greene, showing 'A Chimney-Piece in ye Friary Lichfield. 1782'. 

1. The best brief accounts of Greene and his family remain the article on him in the Dictionary of National Biography, and the 
chapter '"Museum" Greene and his family' in A. L. Reade, Johnsonian Gleanings, viii (privately printed, 1937), 122-58. 
And see Stebbing Shaw, History and Antiquities of Staffordshire, i (1798), 327, 331-3, and plates xxx (Greene) and xxxii 
(Greene's Museum). For the plaque he put up in Dam Street see J. Jackson, History of the City and Cathedral of Lichfield 
(1805), 53 n. 

2. The MS. is described in B. S. Benedikz, Lichfield Cathedral Library: A Catalogue of the Cathedral Library Manuscripts 
(3rd edn., Birmingham University Library, 1986), 14. 

3. Shaw, Staffs, i. 316 n, evidently exaggerating the size of the books. 
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The chimney-piece bears the inscription 'Gregorius Stonying'. 4 Apart from this drawing, the only item 
collected by Greene known to be missing from the cathedral manuscript is a brief summary of 
'Expences in the repairs of Lichfield cathedral, after the Restoration', printed from Greene's MSS. by 
Pennant and Shaw. 5 Presumably it was on one of the pages now missing from MS. Lichfield 22. 6 

All the other items in the cathedral manuscript can be found, attributed to Greene, in Pennant, Shaw 
and Harwood. Notes made by the compiler make it obvious that he was Greene. 

The fate of the manuscript after Greene's death is so far unknown. It could have entered the 
cathedral library any time after 1793. Greene's museum was broken up after his death. It was partly 
reconstituted by his grandson Richard Wright and was finally dispersed after Wright's death in 1821. 
Another grandson, William Greene, a Lichfield solicitor, was called 'the last of his line' at the time of 
his death in 1882. 

Much of the material which Greene collected came from printed books, or has since been printed, 
or is now accessible in the Lichfield Joint Record Office; nevertheless a brief analysis of the contents 
of 'Mr. Greene's MSS.' may be useful. It provides glimpses of Greene at work, Dr. Johnson as 
historical critic, and Stebbing Shaw at his most hurried; above all, it may finally lay the ghost of 
'Abingdon's Chronicle'. 

In what follows, the sources which Greene used are, whenever possible, identified, and items from 
the manuscript printed in whole or in part by Shaw and Harwood are noted. The unidentified dates 
given to various items in the manuscript are apparently those on which Greene made his original notes 
or transcripts. With one exception (pages 101-61 (second numbers) of the manuscript) the material 
seems to be in a single hand throughout, neatly written, and probably copied from rough papers; there 
is some duplication and conflation, but little sign of corrections. 

I am grateful to the Revd. Dr. E. C. C. Hill, the honorary chapter librarian, for allowing me to 
make a detailed study of the manuscript. 

LICHFIELD CATHEDRAL LIBRARY, MS. LICHFIELD 22 

ANALYSIS OF THE CONTENTS 

First numbers 
pp. 1-4 'Some short Account of the Cathedral church of Lichfield, by Thos. Abingdon Esq.' Extracts 
from p. i and pp. xxviii-xxx of the Lichfield section of Thomas Abingdon, The Antiquities of the 
Cathedral Church of Worcester. To which are added, The Antiquities of the Cathedral Churches of 
Chichester and Lichfield (1717). The book's somewhat ambiguous title apparently led Greene to believe 
that it was entirely the work of Thomas Abingdon, or Habington (d. 1647) the Worcestershire 
antiquary (for whom see e.g. Dictionary of National Biography, s.v. 'Habington, Thomas'). 
The accounts of Chichester and Lichfield are not by Habington. 
(pp. 5-6 missing) 
pp. 7-16 'In the Minster of Lichfield these Arms following.' Emblazonry of some of the coats of arms 
on glass or monuments in the cathedral before the Civil War, and a coloured drawing of a Stanley 
monument formerly in the cathedral. Copied (either directly or from another copy) from Sir William 
Dugdale's MS. Visitation of Staffordshire in the College of Arms. 
Shaw, Staffs, i. 244-9, 253, and plates xxii and xxiv. 
pp. 17-22 Articles of surrender of the garrison of the Close, 10 July 1646. 'Transcribed from the Original 
(now in the hands of Egerton Bagot Esqr. of Pipe Hall in the County of Warwick) the blanks denoting 
the parts either torn off or perish'd; March 12 1771.' 
Shaw, Staffs, i. 241-2. 
pp. 23-4 Loyal address to Charles I when he visited the city, 15 June 1645, immediately after the battle 
of Naseby. 'July 6 1782.' 
Shaw, Staffs, i. 241. 

4. Birmingham Reference Library, MS. 273976. (The drawing is between pp. 26 and 27.) Lichfield Joint Record Office 55 is a 
photocopy of this manuscript. 

5. T. Pennant, Journey from Chester to London (1782 edn.), 414. from 'Mr. Greene of Lichfield's MSS.'; Shaw, Staffs, i. 243, 
with minor verbal variations, from Greene's MSS. and Pennant. 

6. The MS. was evidently paginated by Greene himself. 
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THE EARLY HISTORY OF THE LIBERAL PARTY AND 
THE LIBERAL CLUB IN BURTON UPON TRENT 

DENIS STUART 

LOCAL ORGANISATION AND MEMBERSHIP 1875-1882 

The Liberal party in Burton upon Trent had its origin in the Representation of the People Act, 1867, 
which widened the parliamentary franchise in both borough and county constituencies. 1 Burton upon 
Trent lay in the newly formed county constituency of Staffordshire East, which was a partly rural, 
partly urban unit. Burton Liberals found a model for their local organisation in the Birmingham Liberal 
Association, which combined a system of internal democractic elections with close control by a central 
executive. The main task of a local party was to ensure that all supporters who were qualified to vote 
were placed on the electoral register, compiled from the rating lists of the overseers of the poor. The 
production of canvass lists and the employment of some paid professional, even if part-time, help were 
requisites for the effective existence of a local party. 

A general meeting of Burton Liberals was held in the Assembly Rooms in St. George's Hall on 
24 September 1875. 2 The name 'The Burton-on-Trent Liberal Association' was adopted, and all 
Liberals living in the town or within seven miles of it, or possessing a vote in the constituency, were 
eligible for membership. The annual subscription fee was 2s. Michael Thomas Bass, head of the family 
brewing firm and member of parliament for Derby, was chosen patron and his son Michael Arthur 
Bass, member of parliament for Staffordshire East, president; there were 21 vice-presidents, among 
them two more members of the Bass family, Abraham and Hamar. Thomas B. Lowe and Alfred 
Mason, both builders, were elected joint honorary secretaries and John Matthews was treasurer. 
A general committee of 18 members was elected, under the chairmanship of Henry Wardle, a brewer. 
The constituency was divided into 19 wards each with a ward committee. 3 

In 1877 the Burton Liberal Association sent representatives to a meeting in Birmingham which 
established the National Federation of Liberal Associations, and subsequently Henry Wardle and 
Sydney Evershed represented Burton on that body. Burton was also part of the East Staffordshire 
Liberal Association. A major reorganisation of the Burton party took place in 1882; the Burton Liberal 
Association was wound up and a new body called the 'Liberal Two Hundred' 4 took its place. A list 
of names printed on 22 February 1884 shows a total of 195 members, Burton having 51, Burton Extra 
59, Horninglow 45, Stapenhill and Winshill 35, and Branston and Stretton 5. There are 23 other names 
scored through, presumably as not elected to the 'Two Hundred'. A council consisting of the president, 
chairman, and two members from each of four town wards (Branston and Stretton being excluded) 
was established on 8 January 1885, with powers to decide on any subject referred to it by the 
'Two Hundred'. 

The first paid secretary of the Association was J. Buxton, appointed on 25 November 1875 at a 
salary of £50 per annum. He resigned on his appointment as sanitary inspector to the town 
improvement commissioners and was succeeded on 18 January 1877 by a Mr. Hibbert. Hibbert was 
followed in the post on 27 September 1877 by W. Upton. Meetings of the Association and later of the 
'Two Hundred' were held at first in St. George's Hall 5 or in the Masonic Hall 6 in Union Street. 
General committee meetings were held in a room in Evershed's Ltd. (Brewery) Office, Bank Square. 7 

Horninglow ward members met at the Derby Turn, Stapenhill members at the Barley Mow public 
house, Winshill members at the Swan Hotel, Branston members in Shipley's schoolroom, and Stretton 
members in a private house. The Association's income came from subscriptions and donations. Many 

1. In boroughs, working men who were householders received the vote; in counties, the franchise was extended only to 
householders rated at £12 a year or more. 

2. Minute Book of the Burton-on-Trent Liberal Association. Dates and references are from this source unless otherwise 
stated. For the MSS. sources cited in this article see the Appendix. 

3. The minute book deals with Burton matters only, not with the rural districts within the constituency. 
4. It was modelled on the 'Birmingham Six Hundred', for which see I. Bulmer-Thomas, The Growth of the British Party 

System, i, ch. 12, passim. 
5. Later the New Theatre and Opera House, and after 1934. a cinema; see D. Stuart. County Borough: the history of Burton 

upon Trent: Part I, Edwardian Burton, 214, for the later history of the building. 
6. Now demolished. 
7. Now demolished, and the site occupied by part of the central shopping precinct. 
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local brewers contributed generously: Michael Bass promised £20 a year, Henry Wardle, head of 
the brewery firm of T. F. Salt of High Street £10, and Sydney Evershed, founder of Evershed's 
Brewery, £5. Among the 21 vice-presidents were J. Nunneley, brewer, of Bridge Street, and 
W. H. Worthington, brewer, of High Street. Not all Burton's brewers, however, were of Liberal 
persuasion: S. C. Allsopp of High Street and Station Street was Conservative member of parliament 
for Staffordshire East in 1873 and 1874. The Association's members represented a variety of 
occupations: Thomas Lowe, two members of the Mason family, and Richard Kershaw were builders; 
Henry Goodger, a prominent early member, was a solicitor and clerk to the magistrates; George Orton 
and W. Spooner were the owners of a firm which made fairground equipment; and J. S. Simnett was 
a photographer. After 1880 the borough had two Liberal newspapers, the weekly Burton Chronicle 
and the daily Burton Evening Gazette, both of them founded by J. N. Tresise, a Liberal whose family 
continued in the same political tradition. 

The work of the ward committees and of the registration committee was reflected in the results of 
a canvass of voters taken in September 1877: of 2,224 voters in the Association's district, 1,665 promised 
to vote Liberal, compared with 529 Tories and 325 doubtfuls. In the general election of 1880 there was 
a decisive win for the two Liberal candidates for the local constituency: Bass, Sir M. A. (Liberal) 4,809; 
Wiggin, Henry (Liberal) 4,617; Allsopp, S. C. (Conservative) 3,652; Hardy, Sir J. (Conservative) 
3,306. 

There was some controversy among Burton Liberals about the desirability of contesting local 
government elections. At first, political opinion did not play a large part in elections to the local council 
of the municipal borough, and candidates were generally elected by reason of their personal influence 
and popularity. Nevertheless Liberals were prominent in local government; W. H. Worthington was 
the first mayor of the town in 1878-80 and was succeeded in that office in 1880-2 by Sydney Evershed; 
after a Conservative interlude, T. B. Lowe served as mayor in 1882-4. Education, however, was 
deemed a proper sphere for party activity, and the Association regularly nominated candidates for 
election to the schoolboard, established in 1873. 

The majority of Burton Liberals up to 1885 gave support to Gladstone both as prime minister and 
in opposition, although one Liberal, O. T. Brown, resigned from the Association because he disagreed 
with Gladstone's policy on the Eastern Question. The Burton Association also supported Gladstone's 
Coercion Bill, which gave the viceroy in Ireland virtually unlimited powers. At a special meeting on 
Tuesday 15 February 1881 Isaac Parker 8 proposed and T. B. Lowe seconded 

that whilst regretting the necessity for coercive measures in Ireland the Association recognises the urgency of the situation 
and expresses its unabated confidence in Mr. Gladstone's government. 

There were supporting speeches from Henry Woodroffe, 9 J. Redfern, 1 0 T. Turner, 1 1 Sydney 
Evershed, Dr. H. E. Bridgman 1 2 and others. An attempt in the House of Lords to defeat the Bill 
prompted another meeting of the Association, when members expressed admiration for Gladstone's 
prolonged labours and their alarm at the unexpected opposition in the Lords. There was similar local 
support for Gladstone's domestic policies. Burton Liberals were in advance of most public opinion of 
the time when, on 7 April 1881, they resolved to write to Gladstone expressing their support concerning 
the legalisation of the marriage of a widower to his deceased wife's sister. 1 3 On 20 March 1884 the 
Burton Liberal Two Hundred, with Henry Wardle in the chair, passed a resolution urging Liberal 
members of parliament to support a Bill introduced by Gladstone which proposed to widen the 
franchise by extending household suffrage to county dwellers. 

By the Representation of the People Act, 1885, the Burton constituency, now known as the 
Staffordshire Burton Division, was made a one-member constituency. In the general election of 
July 1886, 1 4 Michael Bass, standing as a Gladstonian Liberal and a supporter of Home Rule for 
Ireland, was returned unopposed. He was shortly afterwards elevated to the peerage as Baron Burton. 

8. Living at the time at 274 Branston Road; he may have been the Isaac Parker, basket maker, of 166 High Street, listed in the 
1872 Directory. 

9. A draper, of 159-60 High Street. 
10. A John Redfern, of 63 Spring Terrace Road, was later employed in Bass's Engineers' Department as excavators' foreman. 
11. A plumber and gas fitter, of Guild Street. 
12. A surgeon, in medical practice with Mason at 181 Horninglow Street. 
13. Such a marriage was illegal, and also contrary to church law. The issue was resolved by the Marriage Acts of 1907 and 1921, 

but there was no change in church law until 1946. 
14. Local parliamentary election history of the period is summarised in Stuart. County Borough, ch. 13. passim. 
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on women's rights could read Law and the Lady, the Subjection of Women, and Noble Deeds of 
Women. 

The register provides an occasional glimpse of the tastes of individual readers. The Reverend 
J. F. Owens of St. Paul's Street borrowed Cromwell's Letters and retained a life of Cromwell for 
16 weeks, paying a fine of one shilling. One Nonconformist minister, the Reverend W. Shaw of 
Shobnall Street, kept Darwin's Origin of Species for six weeks; that he also retained Madcap Violet 
for eight weeks is less explicable. In 1884 J. Auber of Station Street borrowed books on electricity, 
physiognomy and phrenology; J.F. Bound of Branston had an equally wide range of interest, his 
overdue books including the Life of Mahomet and the Magic of Science. The Liberal with the highest 
recorded fine was A. G. Campion of Princess Street; he kept a novel called Margaret Torrington for 
54 weeks. 

The total stock of books in the Liberal Club library is stated to have been 3,000. It made a useful 
addition to the town's library provision, which in 1885 consisted only of the Mechanics' Institute library 
of about 12,000 volumes. 2 9 

APPENDIX 

In 1988 the surviving records of the Liberal Association and of the Liberal Club were passed by 
Councillor C. Cutchey, one of the George Street Social Club trustees, to Councillor M. Trelinski. They 
are now deposited in Burton Public Library. The archive consists of the following: 
Burton-on-Trent Liberal Association Minute Book 28 September 1875 to 29 November 1882. 
Liberal Club Minute Books 29 December 1881 to 31 July 1896; 8 September 1896 to 9 July 1909; 

13 July 1909 to 1 July 1921; 12 July 1921 to 15 May 1934. 
Liberal Club Membership Book 1896-1922. 
Liberal Club Members' Subscription Book 1888-1894. 
Proposal of Candidates for Admission as Members 14 January 1882 to 14 February 1905. 
Minute Book of House, Bar, and Finance Committee of Liberal Club 6 November 1902 to 

7 March 1913. 
Minute Book of Liberal Club Debate, Lecture and Political Committee 1 March 1882 to 

7 January 1892. 
Treasurer's Cash Account Book January 1892 to January 1899. 
Secretary's Expenses Book 2 February 1892 to 31 May 1946. Burton on Trent Liberal Club Library 
Register of Outstanding Books November 1884 to December 1893. 

28. Kelly's Directory of Staffordshire (1884). 
29. ibid. 
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NOTICES 
Not long after he submitted his report on Sinai Park for publication in this volume of transactions, 

Mark Neal was tragically killed in a road accident. He was only 26 and was starting out on his career 
as a professional archaeologist. His methodical approach to excavation singled him out for a highly 
successful career, and he had a flare for passing on his zeal to others and for encouraging those around 
him even in the most trying circumstances. He will be sadly missed. 
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SOUTH STAFFORDSHIRE 
ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

OFFICERS AND COMMITTEES 
1988-1989 

President: J. G. J. COLE, M.B., F.R.C.R. 

Vice Presidents: 
C. W. BRIDGEMAN 

JIM GOULD, M.A., F.S.A. 
A. A. ROUND, B.Sc, F.S.A. 

COUNCILLOR A. G. WARD, C.B.E., J . P . 

J. W. WHISTON, F.S.A. 

Hon. Secretaries: 
Mrs. SARAH ELSOM (general and minutes) 

Mrs. BETTY FOX (membership) 
Mrs. MARGARET BROWNE (newsletter) 

Hon. Meetings Secretaries: 
A. E. GIBSON (Lichfield) 

CAROL ALLEN, B.A., Ph.D. (Tamworth) 

Hon. Treasurer: KEITH BILLINGTON, 32 Birchwood Road, Parkside, Lichfield WS14 9UW 

Hon. Editor of Transactions: N. J. TRINGHAM, B.A., M.Litt., Ph.D., 
V.C.H. Staffordshire, William Salt Library, Eastgate Street, Stafford ST16 2LZ 

Committee: 
Mrs. JANE HAMPARTUMIAN, B.A. 

B. TUCKLEY 
Mrs. DIANA WILKES 

J. BALLINGER 
F. BALL (Co-opted) 

R. A. MEESON, M.A., F.S.A. (Co-opted) 

Editorial Committee: 
J. G. L. COLE 

R. A. MEESON 
R. E. MORRIS 

N. J. TRINGHAM 
Mrs. DIANA WILKES 

Hon. Auditor: D. SMITH 
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PROGRAMME 1988-89 
1988 
7 Oct. (L) Annual General Meeting 

Minoan Crete — Professor Brannigan 
21 Oct. (T) Letocetum, Lichfield, and Christianity — Jim Gould 
4 Nov. (L) Deserted Villages — Trevor Rowley 
2 Dec. (L) The Cusichaca Project — Ann Kendall 

16 Dec. (L) Social Evening 

1989 
3 Feb. (L) Recording Ancient Buildings — Robin Thornes 
3 Mar. (L) History of Armenia — Nubar Hamparfumian 

17 Mar. (T) Manor House at Drayton Bassett — R. A. Meeson 

(L) St. Mary's Centre, Lichfield 
(T) Rawlett School, Comberford Road, Tamworth 
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